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Keeping you informed:  
National Pharmacare proposal

Pacific Blue Cross is the only health benefits society located 
right here in British Columbia offering health benefits and 
insurance. This provides us with a unique relationship with 
the BC Ministry of Health and deeper expertise in the BC 
health care system. 

On June 12, 2019 Dr. Eric Hoskins released his Advisory 
Council’s report on Pharmacare calling for the federal 
government to work with the provinces and territories 
to create a single-payer public Pharmacare program. 
The Minister of Health has thanked the Council for their 
report but has not made any commitments with respect to 
next steps. So far, the Minister of Finance has not made a 
statement. 

The council is recommending a new drug agency develop 
a national formulary, beginning with common or so-
called essential medicines by January 1, 2022. Essential 
medicines represent about half of all prescriptions. It also 
recommends that the initial formulary is expanded to a 
“fully comprehensive formulary” not later than January 
1, 2027. With respect to private insurance, the Council 

recommends that Canadians and employers continue to 
be able to purchase private drug insurance as a form of 
supplementary insurance or top-up coverage for drugs not 
on the formulary.

The highlights of the report are that:

• Canada should adopt a universal, single-payer public 
Pharmacare program 

• The federal government should establish a national 
standard formulary where out-of-pocket costs do not 
exceed $5 per prescription, with a copayment of $2 for 
essential medicines and an annual maximum of $100 per 
household per year

• The federal government should finance the incremental 
costs to the provinces of moving to this model via a new 
dedicated federal transfer to the provinces 

• Provinces could opt-in to the program subject to agreeing 
to the requirements outlined above

• The program should be phased over eight years as 
outlined on the following page
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Universal Pharmacare is an idea that has been kicked around 
for decades in Canada. At this time, it is not known what 
support this report with receive from government or the 
citizens of Canada. However, the 2019 Sanofi Canada health-
care survey, found many Canadian benefits plan sponsors 
(22 per cent) and plan members (42 per cent) are unaware 
about the possibility of a national Pharmacare program.

Plan members were most likely to say their level of 
knowledge was low (35 per cent) and 40 per cent of plan 
sponsors described their knowledge level as medium. 
However, 71 per cent of plan members said they’d like 
to understand more about national Pharmacare and its 
possible implication on workplace health benefits plans — 
increasing to 80 per cent among those in poor health and 80 
per cent among those with drug plan maximums.

Pacific Blue Cross will be evaluating this report and in the 
coming weeks we will be meeting with various stakeholders 
including government, members, plan sponsors and 
advisors. We’re committed to providing you expertise 
through our Pharmacy Services team moving forward.

Thank you for your partnership in health,

Anar Dossa, BScPharm, Pharm D, CDE, RPh
Director of Pharmacy Services, Pacific Blue Cross

Timeline for pharmacare implementation

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027

Legislation in force

Negotiation

Canadian drug agency
transition o�ce Canadian drug agency

Expensive drugs for rare diseases strategy

Legislation Provinces and territories deliver national pharmacare

Essential 
medicines list

Comprehensive
national formulary

National formulary growth
National formulary

development

1


