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Smart shopping to ensure long-term  
plan sustainability 

What is the Preferred Pharmacy Network (PPN)?
Pacific Blue Cross has partnered with a network of leading 
pharmacy chains to provide member-exclusive savings and 
services--and save you money:

Where are the savings coming from?
Dispensing fees and mark-up are two factors that affect 
the price of prescription drugs. Like all retail businesses, 
pharmacies mark up the cost of prescription drugs to 
include their expenses and profit. This mark-up is part of the 
drug cost but only the dispensing fee is listed as a separate 
charge among your receipt. The pharmacies within the 
network charge the lowest prices on prescription drugs and 
dispensing fees.

They also provide added value in helping to guide you 
through the PharmaCare Special Authority application 
process, and provide health education and savings on 
related products and services. PPN pharmacies have the 
ability to validate if you have PharmaCare Special Authority 
approval immediately so you get coverage right away with 
no delays in payment.
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Why should I fill my prescriptions at a Preferred 
Pharmacy Network pharmacy?

To save you money  — The example below shows a 
potential out of pocket savings of $114.68/yr for a 
member who is living with type 2 diabetes.*

To protect your plan from rising cost of drugs  —   
Lower drug costs keep your plan sustainable into the 
future. Plan savings of $267.48/yr mean that less is 
accumulated towards your lifetime maximum (LTM), 
resulting in full access to your coverage.

Approximate cost IN network $4,980.68/yr

Approximate cost OUT of network $5,362.84/yr

Total savings $382.16/yr

Plan or LTM savings $267.48/yr

OUT OF POCKET SAVINGS $114.68/yr

* Based on medications: Ramipril 10mg, Atorvastatin 10mg, Metformin 500mg, 
Glyburide 5mg, Empagliflozin 10mg, Liraglutide.

Find the lowest prices on drugs
Use the Pharmacy Compass tool at pharmacycompass.ca to 
compare prescription drug prices and dispensing fees in your 
area and locate a PPN pharmacy. Just enter the name of the 
drug and your postal code or address.

Changing to a PPN pharmacy
Transferring prescriptions can be done easily at the PPN 
pharmacy. Just ask the pharmacist to do so on your behalf. They 
will contact your previous pharmacy to request the prescription 
and will contact you once this is done and your prescription is 
available for pick up or delivery.

There are a small number of medications that are not transferable 
and will require that you go back to your prescriber for a new 
prescription. The PPN pharmacy will advise if this is the case.

Where are PPN pharmacies located?
PPN pharmacies are located in communities across British 
Columbia. To find one near you, go to pac.bluecross.ca/ppn 
and select PPN Lookup. While you’re there, you can also 
download a PDF map of PPN pharmacies by selecting 
Coverage Map: Find a PPN location near you!

Please note: Eligible claims are subject to plan limits, including a dispensing fee cap, mark-up limits, 
and annual deductible and co-insurance as applicable. You only pay for the portion not covered 
by your plan. By using your pay direct benefit, your pharmacist can immediately advise you of plan 
restrictions, such as prior authorization, generic pricing, and day supply limits. Skipping this step 
may prove costly; all or a portion of your prescription may not be covered by your plan, leaving you 
unexpectedly out of pocket.

Additional cost saving ideas to  
discuss with your PPN pharmacist

Should I fill my prescription for a three-month supply,  
or is it better to go month-to-month? 
If you have prescriptions that you take every day for ongoing 
(chronic) medical conditions, such as diabetes or high blood 
pressure, you can save money by filling these prescriptions 
in larger quantities (up to 100 days at a time). Filling your 
prescriptions less often means you’ll pay less in dispensing 
fees overall. This is particularly important if your drug is 
subject to dispensing fee frequency limits.

Is there a suitable generic version of this drug available?  
Generic drugs are almost always less expensive than brand name 
drugs – and they are just as safe and effective. Your Blue RX plan 
pays up to the cost of the generic drug only. Many pharmacists will 
offer to dispense a generic if it is available, however it’s always good 
to ask the question before your prescription is filled just in case.  

What are the benefits of using pay-direct claiming? 
As a Blue RX member, you have access to pay-direct drug 
claims. This convenient option allows your pharmacist to 
submit your claim directly to Pacific Blue Cross on your 
behalf, as opposed to paying for the medication and waiting 
for reimbursement. This saves you time and money.

† Savings based on Lipitor 30 tablets x $2.69/tablet + $10.60 dispensing fee = $91.30/month and 
Atorvastatin 30 tablets x $0.24/tablet + $4.49 dispensing fee = $11.69/month.

How much can you save by going generic?  
It might be more than you would expect! Your Blue RX plan 
will pay up to the cost of the generic version of the drug. If you 
decide to get the brand product, you’ll pay the excess cost. 

Example: A member could save up to $79.61† per month if they 
purchase the generic atorvastatin instead of the brand name Lipitor®.

BRAND Lipitor

GENERIC Atorvastatin

$91.30/MO

$11.69/MO

 

Can I schedule an appointment to review my medications? 
If you haven’t reviewed your medications list with your 
pharmacist in a while, it could be a very helpful discussion 
to have. A review with your pharmacist can increase your 
understanding of your medication, as well as help you identify if 
there are any prescription or not-prescription medications that you 
can optimize or reduce, which may save you money in the long run.

Find a Preferred Pharmacy Network location near you:

http://www.pharmacycompass.ca
http://www.pac.bluecross.ca/ppn
https://pac.bluecross.ca/pdf-bin/info/commtoolkit/0700.002_PPN_coverage_map.pdf
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