
 

December 8, 2015 

New 35 day supply limit on narcotics  
and high cost drugs 

 
WHAT 

Effective January 1, 2016, Pacific Blue Cross is limiting coverage of narcotics and 
high cost drugs1  to a 35 day supply in an effort to address safety concerns, promote 
medication adherence and minimize drug wastage. 

 
IMPACT 

If you are filling a prescription for a narcotic or high cost drug that exceeds a 35 day 
supply, Pacific Blue Cross coverage will be capped to a 35 day supply based on the 
drug cost and day supply information submitted with the claim. In these cases, you will 
receive the following response code:   

Response code Description 

SD Days supply exceeds quantity authorized. 

 
Exceptions to the new 35 day supply limit 
Vacation Supply/Remote Location 
Exceptions may be made for people going on an extended vacation or who live in 
rural areas where travel time to the nearest pharmacy exceeds two hours. Using the 
appropriate intervention code2 will increase the limit on narcotic and high cost drugs to 
a 70 day supply:  

Intervention code Indication Description 

MV Vacation 
Supply 

 

Allows up to a two month supply for narcotic and 
high cost drugs for an extended absence outside 
the covered life’s province of residence. 

EQ Remote 
Location 

Allows up to a two month supply for narcotic and 
high cost drugs where the covered life lives in a 
rural or remote area — at least two hours travel 
time to nearest pharmacy. 

 
High cost drugs with longer than 35 day supply limits 
Coverage for certain high cost drugs such as Infliximab (RemicadeTM and Inflectra™) 
is limited to a 60 day supply and exceptions for vacation supply/rural areas would 
allow up to a 120 day supply. 
1 
Pacific Blue Cross defines high cost drugs as those with an annual treatment cost of $5,000 or greater. 

2 
Any intervention code used should be documented in the prescription hard copy or refill log. 
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